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Upcoming Dates

 ● Jan. 15: 2.5 Hour Early Release, All Grades
 ● Jan. 18: No School – MLK Jr. Day 
 ● Jan. 25: School Board Meeting 
 ● Jan. 26: Grades 2-3 return 2 days per week,
 ● Jan. 26: K-1 schedule increases to 4 days per week 
 ● Jan. 29 End of Secondary First Semester (originally Jan. 28)

Superintendent Message

It has been a tumultuous few weeks in our country with the first breach of the
U.S. Capitol since the British in 1812. There has been violence in the capitol
in the past, and there have been many other acts against our country.
However, this recent event is unprecedented in many ways.

One thing for sure is that our students are more in tune with national political
events today than in the past. The access to social media enables real-time
information, but of course also offers unfiltered bias that is prevalent in many
accessible sources. Our educators are in a position to help our students
navigate this incident and others. Keep in mind that our students are the
future decision-makers in our society. We want to help them be critical



thinkers who search for truth. Nelson Mandela is credited with the quote, “Education is the most powerful
weapon, which you can use to change the world.” I trust our educators to help ensure our students are
prepared for their future. I also trust we will continue to develop students as citizens of our republic who
value a fair, just, and democratic society.

Dr. John Polm, Superintendent 

ICYMI:  Reopening Update 

Beginning Jan. 12, the District started returning elementary students enrolled
in the hybrid instructional model to campus.  Students will return to in-person
learning incrementally over the next few weeks: 

Jan. 12: Grades K-1 
Jan. 26: Grades 2-3 
Feb. 9: Grades 4-6 
Early 2nd Semester: Secondary Students (preliminary) 

Stay up-to-date on the latest information with these important links:
   

Updated PSD Reopening Playbook outlines health and safety requirements and expectations 
Welcome Back Town Hall Event with special guest Dr. Anthony Chen, Director of Tacoma-
Pierce County Health Department 
Latest updates to families 

How are we keeping staff and students
safe and well?
 
Now more than ever, the health, safety and well-being of our
staff and students is at the forefront of all we do. Adjustments
have been made to our school environment to keep everyone
safe and well. Our Return to School Playbook has been
updated with information on how we continue to adapt
schools, classrooms, large spaces, and transportation; in
addition to providing information on our COVID-19 positive
response guidance and protocol. Here are some additional
highlights: 

Enhanced PPE: Although the overall health risk for the typical K-12 in-person instructional setting
is classified as ‘low risk’ by the state, a variety of PPE is available to all staff. Additionally, staff
who qualify are being fitted for N95 masks. The District is staged to accommodate staff who
require specific/enhanced PPE. 

Daily Health Screen: Submitting an electronic daily health screen form is required of every
student each day, before boarding the bus or being dropped off at school. 

In-classroom temperature checks: Staff will check the temperature of students after entering
the classroom. Schools and families have a shared responsibility in monitoring current health
conditions of students. 

Rapid testing for staff: A free COVID-19 rapid testing pilot program for employees will launch
Jan. 25. Tests have been donated by the City of Puyallup and will be available to asymptomatic
employees, on a voluntary basis, as a countermeasure for disease transmission.  

Wellness: The pandemic has impacted everything, from how we teach and learn to how we
interact with others. These changes can lead to anxiety and stress. The District has a number of
resource choices and options available to staff and students like our Employee Assistance
Program for staff and, just recently, our Mindset Matters video series for students and families.  

 

Mindset Matters Video Series
 
These times are difficult as we seek resources to support children at
home academically, emotionally, and socially. Now more than ever,
we need to work together to create safe, supportive, and engaging

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.puyallup.k12.wa.us%2Fnews%2Fwhat_s_new%2Fp_s_d_return_to_school_playbook&data=04%7C01%7CRhodesRL%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7Cf738e0aa25b4444f48b408d8b41ae32d%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637457374945791046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fqa3NMN4jBNtlTNDdVyOxg4Ej9Gfvflzxf4zdy5iAHY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/welcome_back_k-1_town_hall
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/reopening_schools/latest_updates
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications & Information/COVID/Playbook Jan 2021.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3mHsgPvyEE-_Ff_XmYCFdL0WF6VTmo9EvWOWbvhH0X9UN0tESzcwTDA0R0hOTDM2U1M3NTQyRVNFOCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=4683929
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/mindset_matters


environments. But how? 
 
The Mindset Matters video series provides the tools to cope with
emotions and condition the mind to manage stress.
 
Resilience: Train yourself to have a limitless mind 
Confidence: The power of self-talk 
Motivation: Learn how to cultivate motivation in life 

School Year Calendar Update

Like many districts throughout the region, widespread power outages
result in lost days of instruction and adjustments to the student
calendar. The following changes have been made to the 2020-21
school year calendar: 

Jan 29: End Secondary First Semester  (originally Jan. 28) 
May 28: School Day due to lost day of instruction Jan.
13 (originally marked as a ‘no school’ day unless needed for
weather make-up)

 
Our waiver was approved by OSPI for the lost day of instruction that occurred Sept. 8, as we have
met the required Districtwide average for total instructional hours.
 
Access the full 2020-21 school year calendar on the District website.   

High School Fall Sports to Begin in February

Upon moving into Phase 2 of the Healthy Washington Roadmap to
Recovery Plan, fall season sports for Puyallup School District high schools
will begin. Recent guidelines from the Washington State Department of
Health (DOH) have allowed the Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association (WIAA) and local leagues to make decisions about start
dates. We are committed to communicating what we know, when we know
it. Link to our PSD Athletic Newsroom for additional information.   

District Pools Open for Lap Swim

Puyallup and Rogers High School swimming pools will open
for public lap swim only beginning Jan. 19.  Reservations are
required and can be booked online.  Health and
safety protocols have been implemented to follow
Department of Health and state aquatic center
guidelines. Masks are required when walking around the
facility and the number of swimmers per lane will be
limited.  Physical distancing and one-way traffic flow will be
enforced. 
 
For more information about lap swim, reservations, and safety protocols visit Puyallup High School
Pool and Rogers Aquatic Center webpages.   

Technology Update
To ensure integrity of District issued computers the
maintenance, repair and security can only be done through
EdTec. If contacted by any non-district person or company,
please immediately call the EdTec Help Desk at (253) 841-
8600 and do not reply to the request. It is a scam.
  
Need help with technology? Visit the Family University quick-
tip videos and resources for families and students to get up-to-
speed on a variety of District tools and platforms. The videos
are available in English and en Español. 

Families who qualify for free or reduced lunch services may receive free broadband service from Xfinity

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/mindset_matters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VN7cLBVWL5k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoUVd7lWyig&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVQUQmSrzz0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=8219376
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/safe-start/whats-open
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19 Sporting Activities Guidance.pdf
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/departments/athletics___activities/p_s_d_athletics_newsroom/hs_athletics_scheduled_to_begin_in_february
https://phs.puyallup.k12.wa.us/activities___athletics/pool
https://rhs.puyallup.k12.wa.us/programs___activities/aquatic_center
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/reopening_schools/family_university


for the remainder of the school year. Please contact your child’s school for more information. 

South Sound Business: Superintendent
Profile 

South Sound Business is a lifestyle magazine providing
information on everything from new businesses and travel, to
technology and education. Recently, they profiled
Superintendent Dr. John Polm transcribing a ‘day in the
life.’ Link below to see what a 24-hour day in the life of a
superintendent looks like: 

Read more … 

School Board Appreciation Month

January is School Board Appreciation Month and
we honor our board of directors for the crucial
role they play in our schools and communities.  

Elected school board members promote student
learning and achievement by creating a vision,
establishing policies and budgets, and setting
clear standards of accountability for all involved.
Watch this short video to learn more about the
role of a school board. 

We thank our board of directors for serving as a
vital link between members of our community and
schools.  

Puyallup School District COVID-19 Data
(Students/Staff Onsite) 

It is our goal to keep staff and families informed of COVID
positive cases impacting school and district facilities while
respecting the privacy of individuals. In the event of a
positive COVID case, we notify Tacoma Pierce County
Health Department (TPCHD) in all circumstances so contact
tracing can be conducted. Based on the guidance provided
by TPCHD and the school COVID-19 case response tool kit,
notifications are sent to impacted staff, students and
families. 

Read more … 

School Board Highlights: Jan. 11

Reports: 
Instructional Model Update 

District Highlights: 
Holiday Give-Back Efforts 
Food Service Operations 

Upcoming Meetings (virtual) 
Board Work Session: Jan. 22 at 9 a.m. 
Board Meeting: Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. 
 
Agenda/meeting access information posted 24 hours before meeting 
Link here to view School Board meeting agendas and minutes. 

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/contact_us
https://southsoundbiz.com/24-hours-john-polm/
https://youtu.be/lTz4_itIiOw
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/school_board_members
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/school_board_members
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tpchd.org%2Fhome%2Fshowdocument%3Fid%3D7526&data=04%7C01%7CFrenchNL%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C985f5e937c1e4839998708d8b3eac532%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637457168195209777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FUSzoE3xTop5U0UXKvsIby4Ic4Ybs2u%2BDRe%2FtJpY%2F4k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/reopening_schools/c_o_v_i_d-19_data
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/reopening_schools/c_o_v_i_d-19_data
https://go.boarddocs.com/wa/psd/Board.nsf/files/BWYS6T6CE551/%24file/Instructional Model Update 1.11.2021.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/wa/psd/Board.nsf/files/BWYS6T6CE551/%24file/Instructional Model Update 1.11.2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iaFUavQR6M&feature=youtu.be
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=145155
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=145155


Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression
or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to
handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:

• Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator: Char Krause, krauseca@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 435-6295
• 504/ADA Coordinator: Char Krause, krauseca@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 435-6295
• Title IX Coordinator Staff: Amie Brandmire, brandmah@puyallup.k12.wa.us (253) 841-8666
 • Title IX Coordinator Students: Char Krause, krauseca@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 435-6295

All individuals may be reached at this address:
Puyallup School District 302 2nd Street SE Puyallup, WA 98372

STAY CONNECTED

   

https://www.facebook.com/Karshner-Museum-and-Center-for-Culture-Arts-663193680422009/?fref=nf
https://twitter.com/PuyallupSD

